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Paul Ringel: Alright, so it’s May 24, 2017. This is Paul Ringel and I’m here with  

Charles Byrd: Charles Byrd 

PR: Charles Byrd. OK, Charles, so you did not graduate from William Penn, but what graduating class 

would you have been in? 

CB: ’65. 

PR: OK. So we usually start sort of back at the beginning. Were you born in High Point? 

CB: I was born in High Point. We lived in Philadelphia, my mother came home to have me here. I was 

born here. Every summer, I would come to High Point to stay with my aunt and uncle, and my cousins, 

my brother and I would come, and we liked it in High Point so much we asked her could we stay and go 

to school here. She was still in Philadelphia. And when I got here I was in the fourth grade.  

PR: OK, so you grew up your early years in Philadelphia. 

CB: Correct 

PR: And you came and lived with your aunt and uncle? And did your mom come down afterwards? 

CB: OK, she got transferred here, maybe two years later, she got transferred to High Point. She worked 

for Internal Revenue, so she worked in Greensboro. 

PR: Oh, OK 

CB: At Internal Revenue so she got her job transferred here.  

PR: So what did she do for Internal Revenue, do you know? 

CB: I have no idea. 

PR: OK. Was she an accountant? Did she go to college? 

CB: Yeah, I’m going to tell you that story about High Point University. Yeah, she went to college. My 

mother, let me go back a bit. My mother, I used to remember that family members, I ain’t calling no 

names, didn’t necessarily like my mother. They complained about my mother a lot, I used to hear the 

whispers. So recently I was talking to my cousin, she’s 80 years old, she was telling me why. A lot of 

people got mad at my mother because she went and tried to get into High Point College. 

PR: Oh (surprised)! 



CB: See, they thought she was being uppity, who was she to try to get into High Point College. She 

should have been valedictorian at William Penn. 

PR: So your mom went to William Penn? 

CB: My mom and my dad went to William Penn.  

PR: Wow, OK. 

CB: So I never knew why, I’ve just recently been doing some historical facts trying to find out about my 

mother, and they got mad because she had nerve enough to try to get into High Point College, and this 

would have been in the ‘50s. 

PR: I was going to say, OK. 

CB: OK. No not the ‘50s, the ‘40s, because I was born in ’47. So she also I know at her funeral told me the 

story then I’ve heard it mentioned by other family members, she needed to write a paper and she 

couldn’t get the information, she went to the library at High Point. And they wouldn’t let her in, so she 

came out and sat on the steps and started writing her paper, and they told her come on in, we don’t 

want you sittin’ out here, and they put her in the back and she was able to do her paper.  

PR: There was a library for blacks in High Point? Or was that not right? 

CB: I don’t know at that time when she was… 

PR: But when you were growing up there was, right? 

CB:  Yeah, there was a little library. 

PR: Just off of Washington Street? 

CB: Just off Washington Street, correct.  

PR: Where the Y was, or near the Y. 

CB: I remember Y, boy, I grew up in that Y. 

PR: OK. Alright, so your parents are both from High Point.  

CB: Correct 

PR: Do you know how long your family was in High Point before that? 

CB: Well, my grandfather was Tom Byrd, he used to own Byrd’s Cab Company. He was the first cab 

company on Washington Street.  

PR: Oh, wow! 

CB: My uncle ran the poolroom on Washington Street, so the Byrds. And John Coltrane was a good 

friend with my dad and my Uncle Richard. He was friends with them, they all grew up together.  

PR: Alright, so tell me something about Coltrane then, because what I’ve heard is that he basically fled 

High Point as soon as he could and never came back. Is that true? 



CB: My uncle told me that they used to have a little band at William Penn, around, when they were 

young. 

PR: So you mean at the school, or just…? 

CB: Oh no, this was just around. 

PR: Just a bunch of the guys, OK. 

CB: So my uncle, see he went to the army, and when he came home, the fellas said listen to this funny 

music John’s playing up in Philadelphia. ‘Cause they didn’t know anything about that type of music at 

the time. 

PR: Right 

CB: So I have some cousins here, they can tell you a little more about it, but I remember my mother had 

dementia, and I was in California, I came back and took her on a trip down to South Carolina. She had 

got married and moved to South Carolina and I took her down to her home. And as we were riding she 

reverted back to her childhood. So I also remember before that I was reading John Coltrane’s 

autobiography and it has a picture of William Penn High School in there. And I didn’t even know John 

Coltrane went to William Penn, and I’m a Coltrane fan. So I went and asked my mother did she know 

him, and she got mad. I mean she went off and I told my uncle. Now my father OD’ed on drugs, I’ll share 

this with you when I was four years old. 

PR: Mmm. I’m sorry. 

CB: My father worked for Coltrane in Philadelphia. 

PR: Oh, he did? 

CB: He ran, Coltrane had a juke joint in New York and my father ran the juke joint. He would come home 

end of the week and bring all the receipts and stuff. So you know Coltrane OD’ed, had a drug problem, 

my father had a drug problem, and that was stories I’ve heard about High Point a lot. People don’t know 

the drug problem High Point has today is not new, it’s something that, I don’t know if you knew this, but 

drugs were coming in on Washington Street for years. 

PR: Well that’s really interesting, ‘cause most of the people we’ve talked to say there really weren’t any 

drugs on Washington Street until the ‘70s or so. 

CB: That’s not true. 

PR: That’s really interesting.  

CB: High Point had, I was reading a book, I don’t remember the name of the book, and it said that this 

was the heroin capital, all the drugs came in on the train. 

PR: Into High Point? 

CB: Into High Point.  

PR: High Point was the heroin capital of this area? 



CB: Of this area. I remember, if you talk to people, when we used to see cars from Winston-Salem, from 

Greensboro, from all over people coming to Washington Street. What were they coming to Washington 

Street for?  

PR: I don’t know, you tell me. 

CB: That’s what I’m telling you, look at the history. People probably didn’t recognize what was going on, 

but this was a book on the Mafia, and they were saying that the drugs came here and then they was 

dispatched in trucks out to different areas.  

PR: Well that’s really interesting because I’ve had people, maybe they just weren’t aware. 

CB: They weren’t aware, I just talked to somebody recently.  

PR: Were you aware when you were a kid? 

CB: No 

PR: You didn’t know what was going on. 

CB: No, no. This is something I found out, but as I sit back and I thought about it, I’ve talked to some 

people and they were like “Oh, that makes sense!” because why were all these people coming to High 

Point? I even know who was selling the drugs, I won’t call no names. 

PR: No 

CB: Yeah, but I know who was selling the drugs.  

PR: So were they coming out of the pool halls, or where were they…? 

CB: Somebody lived on Washington Street. 

PR: OK, we can leave it at that. 

CB: We can leave it at that. So anyway my parents, we lived in Philadelphia, my mother went to school 

in Illinois when my father lived in Chicago and Coltrane lived in Chicago. 

PR: So where’d she go to college, do you know? 

CB: Um, I’m gonna think of it (pause) it’s on the tip of my tongue. 

PR: OK, that’s alright, if you remember you can… 

CB: It’s a school out in Illinois area. 

PR: Was it in Chicago? 

CB: No, it was outside Chicago. 

PR: Now what are your mom’s and dad’s names, just in case for the research. 

CB: My dad’s name is Charles Byrd, I’m Charles Byrd, Jr.  

PR: OK. And your mom? 



CB: And my mother’s name is Knox, Waldine Knox. 

PR: Waldine, W-A-L 

CB: D-I-N-E. yeah, I saw it in, I was at the High Point Museum, and I saw a book on, was it William Penn? 

And I found my mother’s name and my father’s name in the book. 

PR: Cool. Do you know what years they graduated, roughly, from William Penn? 

CB (pause) Maybe ’40, 1940, somewhere in there. My uncle, everybody knows my uncle, Papa Love.  

PR: OK 

CB: He was the custodian at Leonard Street School. When I see people now that I’m back they all talk 

about papa Love. He was a counselor, everybody knew him. 

PR: So is that your mom’s brother? 

CB: That’s my, he was married to my mom’s sister. The Loves, Annie Love, Embree Love… 

PR: OK. So when you moved back down here to live with your aunt and uncle, where did they live? 

CB: On High Street.  

PR: OK, I don’t know… 

CB: right off of Leonard Street. 

PR: OK. 

CB: Right off Leonard Street on High Street. I went to Leonard Street School. 

PR: Yeah, and so your mom came back a couple of years later. It was you and your brother? How many 

of you.. 

CB: Just my brother, my sister wasn’t born yet. 

PR: OK, but your sister was born here.  

CB: No, my sister was born in Philadelphia, she came back with my mom. She’s the baby.  

PR: Gotcha. Alright, so anything else you want to tell me, anything we should know about your 

experiences before you started William Penn? You went to Leonard Street… 

CB: Went to Griffin. 

PR: Went to Griffin. 

CB: Went to Griffin. I was an athlete, I played football, basketball, baseball, I played everything.  

PR: So sports was your thing. Not music or… 

CB: No, not music, it was sports. Thought I was pretty smart. I didn’t achieve what I should have grade-

wise because I was hanging out with the fellas. 



PR: So was there a whole, we’ve heard from a bunch of people there was a whole kind of Southside 

versus East Side divide. Is that something  you knew about when you were growing up? 

CB: Yeaahhh, well (hesitates) 

PR: Was that kind of a friendly thing? 

CB: It was a friendly thing, I don’t remember nobody fighting or anything, we just knew people lived on 

the Southside because it was on the other side of downtown. But I don’t remember, I had cousins over 

there, matter of fact I had a girlfriend over there I’d go visit her. 

PR: Some of the guys, I can’t remember who it was, I’ve listened to all the interviews so they’re all kind 

of blending together, would say the Southside guys didn’t want East Side guys coming over to have 

girlfriends on the Southside. You didn’t hear that? 

CB: I had a girlfriend over there, nobody ever said nothing to me. 

PR: Alright, OK.  

CB: I don’t remember that. 

PR: OK, so you went to Leonard Street, and then you went to Griffin, and then you, how many years did 

you do, you said you didn’t graduate, how many years did you do at William Penn? 

CB: My junior year, going into my senior year we moved to Atlanta. 

PR: OK, so you did your first… 

CB: Three years 

PR: Now OK, since Jimmy Scott, I’m confused, Jimmy Scott was saying that they kept moving ninth 

grade, sometimes it was at Griffin, and sometimes it was at William Penn. But you did ninth grade at 

William Penn? 

CB: I did…ninth grade at William Penn. 

PR: You did ninth, tenth, and eleventh grade at William Penn. 

CB: Yeah 

PR: Alright, so who were the teachers that you remember, any teachers that you remember that had a 

big impact on you? 

CB: Yes. My mother, we moved to Greensboro my tenth grade year. 

PR: But you didn’t transfer to Dudley. 

CB: No. I played football and basketball and those are my rivals. So Miss Steele was an English teacher. I 

don’t know if you’ve ever heard of her, she was at William Penn. 

PR: I don’t know if I’ve heard that name, OK.  

CB: And she lived in Greensboro, so my mother worked it out with her that she would give me a ride to 

school every day. Now if I started missing days or miss the ride, she was going to make me go to Dudley. 



PR: OK 

CB: So I remember running down Benbow Road trying to make sure I didn’t miss her. And for the little, 

the ride might have been thirty minute, I’ll put it like that, we went over some English. That was like 

some tutoring, and it was a whole year, like I said I played football against Dudley and basketball. We 

stayed in Greensboro, then we moved back to High Point, then like I said we moved to Atlanta. 

PR: Right. OK, so Miss Steele, any other teachers that you would… 

CB: Mr. Morehead. All the football coaches.  

PR: Yeah so tell me about the football coaches. We’ve heard a lot about, and I think they might have 

been after, was Coach Atkinson there?  

CB: Coach Atkinson 

PR: SO he was the head coach when you were there? 

CB: He was the head coach, yeah. 

PR: OK, so tell me about Coach Atkinson. Tell me what you remember about him. 

CB: Welll, he was a good coach. I liked Coach Atk. He was a good coach. Like I said, they won state 

championship in 19… 

PR: 60? Or ’61? 

CB: 1960.  

PR: That was the John Barber team, right? 

CB: Yeah, he was on that team. I remember the whole team. My cousin played… 

PR: Who was your cousin? 

 

CB: Embree Love. Everybody know him. They know him in High Point. Coach Atkinson, Coach Swann was 

there, basketball coach was Foree. Yeah, Mr. Donovan. I remember the coaches, but… 

PR: Anything you can tell me about the coaches? Any stories? Anything that really sticks out? 

CB: Well, I didn’t play, because of my size, I was small, and I didn’t playa s much as I thought I should 

have played. 

PR: OK, we never play as much as we… 

CB: We never play as much, but I remember this, and Pete Boyce, everybody in High Point knows Pete 

Boyce. Pete was the quarterback, we were inseparable, Pete was my best friend, everybody knows that. 

And Butch Walker, he’s 6’9”, that was our other buddy, we all were hanging together. And I remember 

two point conversions. We gotta hold the state record for two point conversions, with Pete throwing me 

the pass.  

PR: So you were a receiver? 



CB: I was a kind of running back/receiver, but and I remember we kept trying to tell the coach if it will 

work down there on the goal line why won’t it work out on the field? So I remember we played 

Thomasville. Finally, they threw me a pass and I went fifty yards, the same play. But all my life I’ve been 

too small, I’ve been small, I’ve always had to prove myself, but Pete and I were like inseparable. We 

would beat you up, we both were small. But I mean I see him now, and I hadn’t seen him in years, but 

everybody knows Pete. Let me tell you a story. Pete and Butch were the first two African-Americans to 

go to Pfeiffer College. They didn’t stay down there long. So when I went to Atlanta, I became player of 

the year, I don’t know how this happened in basketball. 

PR: Wow, OK.  

CB: Guilford offered me a scholarship, because they knew I was from High Point and they knew what I 

had done, so they brought me up here for a weekend, wanted me to be the first black. 

PR: Would have been the first black student? 

CB: Basketball player.  

PR: But there were black students at Guilford? 

CB: Yeah, I’m going to get to that, there were some black students. They had me up here for a weekend, 

and I didn’t like that experience at all, I really didn’t. I thought, you know coming out of Atlanta during 

the civil rights movement, I had pretty high SAT scores, I was offered to be the first black at Georgia 

State, East Tennessee State, these schools because of my SAT scores. So I came up here to have that 

weekend, and I remember, I don’t know if you know Hambone, he used to run the Parks Department 

over in High Point as he got older, but he and my cousin took me, came over to see me tryout at 

Guilford. And that weekend, I thought they were being too nice, I thought this can’t be real the way they 

were acting, and I remember they had a seven-footer who made All-American named Bob Kauffman, I 

ain’t never forget this, and this guy, their star, did not talk to me the whole weekend. If I threw him a 

pass he would drop it. At first I thought he just couldn’t catch my passes, this is the way I felt. I just 

didn’t feel comfortable because I felt like, this can’t be real, this isn’t how it’s going to be if I come to 

school here. And so I turned that down, and something I did, my mentor at the time, Walt Frazier, who 

used to play for the Knicks, went to the high school I went to, and I broke all his records- steals, assists, I 

broke his records in that one year. And he came to the athletic banquet, ‘cause he was already in 

college, he was older, and he gave me some advice. He told me to be careful where I go because I had a 

built-in reason for somebody not to play me in my size. And I took that as, I appreciate he told me that, 

because I wanted to go to Southern Illinois, that’s where he went. He told me don’t come there, and I’m 

like, I thought you was my friend, what you telling me that for? He said because the coach didn’t play 

small guards. He said there are two guys from Chicago just as good as he was if not better, and the 

coach wouldn’t play them because they were small. So in my recruiting process I took that to heart, and 

over the years I’ve been working with kids as a recruiter, working with kids, and sometimes I’ll be 

contradicting what my job is, I’m supposed to be recruiting them to come to the school where I work, 

but I would tell them, “Look, don’t go there, because if you don’t like a coach hollering at you then don’t 

go where a coach can holler at you. 

PR: So where’d you end up going? 



CB: I ended up going to Clark in Atlanta. I went to see Clark play and they had three guys my size playing, 

and they were all seniors.  

PR: That’s a good fit. 

CB: I went there and started all four years. I walked in and started. But what I’m trying to say, from that 

mentoring, which I call mentoring, I took that when I work with kids. I used to run programs where if a 

kid didn’t have a father I would sit in and talk to the scout. I’m not going to let them come in and talk to 

the mother who doesn’t know and sell them a bill of goods. And that’s why I appreciate [William Penn 

alumnus] Hank Wall, ‘cause the work that Hank’s doing with the kids, kinda like some of the stuff that I 

do. 

PR: Yeah. So did you have a kind of a father figure, ‘cause you’re dad wasn’t around, so when you were a 

back in High Point, when you were a kid? 

CB: Yeah, Embree Love. Embree, if you talk to some of the guys, in his backyard you had a who’s who in 

High Point and Greensboro played in his backyard. He had this basketball court, and they had a huge 

basketball court. I’m talking about [Harlem Globetrotter] Curly Neal. 

PR: Wow 

CB: And guys I could name from High Point that people know. Everybody played in his backyard. 

PR: Is Curly Neal from High Point?  

CB: He’s from Greensboro. 

PR: OK 

CB: I remember my aunt said one day, he used to come over on the weekend and wouldn’t go home. My 

aunt say, “He ain’t got no home?” But he would come over. 

PR: So the Loves lived in your neighborhood too, or they lived in a different neighborhood. 

CB: No, that’s who I stayed with, remember my aunt and uncle in High Point. 

PR: Oh, right. OK.  

CB: There’s the ones on High Street.  

PR: So he’s your… 

CB: Cousin. Our mothers were sisters. He’s older, and I think when we moved to Atlanta I kind of lost 

contact because he went in the Air Force and he moved to DC. I can view him now, I’ve told him, he’s 

like my father. I just hate we lost contact, but he followed me, he know. 

PR: Did you have any kind of relationship like that with any of the teachers at Griffin or William Penn? 

CB: No. I can’t even remember. 

PR: Alright. Well, tell me a little, I want to hear about stuff outside, like what you did. So you said you 

kind of spent your whole life in Washington Terrace Park. Tell me about Washington Terrace Park. 



CB: OK, I was in California, and I met some guys from Virginia. Danville. And I said I’m from High Point. 

“Oh, we used to go on the church picnics.” 

PR: I’ve heard that from a lot of people, yeah. 

CB: Oh, South Carolina. All I gotta do is mention High Point, and everybody came to the park. We sat in 

the park and we waited on the picnic buses to come in.  

PR: And you’d mooch the food? 

CB: Mooch the food, you done heard that story before. Talk to the girls. You talk to all the fellas. We 

played ball down there every day, they had the swimming pool, the dance. We didn’t realize what we 

had, with the dance floor on top of the building.  

PR: I’ve heard that. 

CB: I played baseball in Washington Terrace Park. But buses would come from all over, because of that 

dance floor, because of the park setting, we had everybody wanting to go to High Point. 

PR:W ell, and the pool, right? I don’t think that was very common, right? 

CB: The Swimming pool, right. 

PR: Now I know that the park had a swim team too, right. 

CB: Oh, yeah. 

PR: Were you on the swim team too? 

CB: Oh, nah, nah. 

PR: You didn’t do that, OK. So you guys spent, I’ve had a bunch of people tell me, or tell the 

interviewers, that was like day care, the parents would drop the kids off in the morning on the way to 

work. 

CB: I don’t know about that, I walked down there. I lived…we came to the park, how they got there. 

PR: You spent your whole day there? 

CB: Whole day. Everybody, playing ping pong, playing, I remember all that. 

PR: So there was a baseball field, basketball court. 

CB: We played baseball, we had a team, the Y, Washington Terrace had a team. We were rivals. We 

played basketball. Guys swam. We did everything, it was the day care. We stayed out of trouble. I can’t 

remember any trouble down there. Might’ve been some, but I don’t remember no fights, I don’t 

remember no trouble.  

PR: So it’s interesting, in some ways you’re saying the same things that other people said, which was 

there wasn’t very much violence. 

CB: no, no, no, no 

PR: But the drugs were there, ‘cause people said there were no drugs or anything. 



CB: No, I don’t think there were no drugs. The drugs were on Washington Street. 

PR: The drugs were separate from the kids. Right. 

CB: Yeah, we didn’t even know, like I said we didn’t even know about the drugs on Washington Street at 

that time. 

PR: People tell me that at the parties if you snuck a beer or you snuck a wine bottle or something that 

was unusual. So were people, was there a lot of drinking going on? 

CB: Oh, yeah. Wine. Drinking win, you know guys on the corner, standing under the streetlight, singing. 

PR: Alright, so the people who were saying that, they were kind of the goody-goodies maybe. 

CB: (laughs) Yeah mean, we knew the guys that drank a lot. One of the greatest basketball players who 

ever came through High point had a problem, I ain’t calling no names, but a lot of people know. And we 

knew all the wines, we tried all the wines, Freebird, you know, the guys hanging out. But I can’t 

remember an incident of violence at Washington Terrace, now that you…I had never thought about it at 

Washington Terrace Park. I don’t remember it. And I think that’s what kept us well grounded. We knew 

who the bad crew was, we kinda stayed away from them. 

PR: So there was a bad crew of high school kids? 

CB: Oh yeah 

PR: Or were these kids who dropped out?     

CB: Eventually they dropped out, but everywhere got some guys. See, back then you had reform school. 

You didn’t want to go to reform school. Not only was reform school bad, but everybody gonna talk 

about you in town, when you come back to town. 

PR: So who were the people that ran Washington Terrace Park? 

CB: I think it was the Stricklands, if I remember correctly. Clarence Strickland, I think that’s the name. 

PR: OK, anything you remember about them? 

CB: You know what, they ran the concession stand,. I can’t remember who ran Washington Terrace Park. 

I really don’t, somebody who worked for the Park Commission, I can’t give you a name. 

PR: Yeah, so it wasn’t something that made a big impact. 

CB: Now remember, I grew up in the Y, I had some influences in the Y like father, you know people I 

looked up to, Mr. Walter Black, from Winston, eh worked there, and then there was a guy, I used to love 

him, his name was Carlton Bell. He played basketball at, I want to say, West Virginia State, he’s about 

6’9”. He was an excellent swimmer, I can remember that about him, and they used to call him “Ding 

Dong” Bell because every time, I don’t know how, every time he shot the net would go like a bell. And 

that’s what they used to call him. He worked at the Y. And there was another guy, Ic an’t think of his 

name, he was at Phyllis’ [Bridges, documentary filmmaker], he’s in the video that Phyllis did on High 

Point. He used to work at the Y. Him, and.. 

PR: So tell me a little more about the Y, ‘cause we haven’t heard a ton about it.    



CB: Mr. Whitaker? Was his name Mr. Whitaker, the man who ran the Y? Real nice guy. 

PR: So what did you guys do, now you spend your time in Washington Terrace Park in the summer, now 

did you do the same kind of stuff at the Y when it was… 

CB: Yeah, the Y had a gym. We had a nice gym in the Y. Pool tables, ping pong tables. 

PR: So it’s just a place you hung out after school? 

 

CB: Yeah, I lived on Fourth Street. 

PR: Oh, so you lived real close. 

CB: Yeah, I lived, Pete Boyce and all us, all the guys who lived around that area, we were the Y boys. We 

played, I remember, this is important to me, we used to go down behind William Penn, and Griffin, and 

we’d play baseball. We didn’t have no equipment. We might have had a few bats, and a couple balls, 

and one or two gloves. And there was a police officer, I hope I’m not getting him in any trouble, he used 

to park… 

PR: I think it’s OK now. 

CB: Yeah, he used to park his car there and watch us play. Mr. Armstrong. And you ask the fellas. And 

one day he was parked there after watching us play, and he called us over, and he opened his trunk, and 

he had all this equipment. Gloves, catcher’s equipment. And he bought, I’ll never forget this, he bought, 

nobody asked him to do it or nothing, he opened the trunk of his car and he had bought us all this 

equipment.  

PR: That’s fantastic. 

CB: And we had no adult supervision down there. He was just sitting in his car. 

PR: This was a white officer? 

CB: No, he’s black. He was a black officer. He was a big guy, and Mr. Armstrong, Pete and I were talking 

about it, we were saying… 

PR: There weren’t too many black officers on the High Point PD… 

CB: No, Ramseur, I can’t remember, I just saw one of them at Phyllis’ dedication. She had an opening, he 

was in a wheelchair, I can’t think of his name. But, no there weren’t too many, Mr. Armstrong, I ain’t 

never gonna forget that a man would do that. He used to watch us play, and he came out there and was 

showing guys how to pitch, and I’ll always remember that. 

PR: So were you part of, I’ve heard from a bunch of the athletes and maybe they’re a little younger than 

you, the guys that are like Class of ’67, Class of ’68… 

CB: Yeah, they looked up to us. 

PR: Yeah, they used to talk about playing football against the Central kids, I guess it was High Point High 

at that point. 



CB: No, that was… 

PR: Or was that earlier? 

 

CB: No, I’m before that, ‘cause Central was all white, they didn’t have any blacks. 

PR: Yeah, but that they had like, they used to go play on the High Point U, or High Point College I guess it 

was, field. 

CB: No, no, we didn’t… 

PR: You weren’t a part of that? 

CB: No, we older than that. I’m older. ‘Cause like Hank [Wall] and them were younger, they used to look 

up to us. 

PR: So the other thing I wanted to ask you, were you involved in any of the marches or anything? 

CB: Yeah, we used to march, my brother was just on his radio show talking about it. Because Embree, 

who I looked up to, his sisters Barbara and Yvonne, they older now.  

PR: Were they in the original sit-in? 

CB: Yeah, Yvonne, they paid her and Virginia Mason. 

PR: Is that Peter Mason’s sister? 

CB: I think so. They sent them into the Sheraton. They tried to rent a room. 

PR: Oh. I haven’t heard that. 

CB: Yeah. I can call her, she’s eighty. And she went to William Penn. And she said when they came out, 

they wouldn’t rent them the room, and when they came out there a white guy on the other side of the 

street calling them all kinds of names. And she said she had never been so scared in her life. She told me 

this recently.  

PR: And which marches, so you were too young to be in the sit-ins in 1960, right?  

CB: No, I mean, the youth marched. They marched, and then we had our march. 

PR: In 1960?  

CB: In ’60. 

PR: OK, so tell me about that, ‘cause I don’t know about that. 

CB: Well, that’s what I told you when they put us in this courtroom…. 

PR: Oh, yeah, I thought that was later. I thought that was, that had to be ’60, it was right after the sit-in 

demonstrations. See, that’s when the marches basically, a lot of them took place because we didn’t 

have a college here. So the William Penn students walked out and marched. But Mr. Buford? 

PR: Burford 



CB: Burford, he didn’t want that to happen, so he tried to stop us. I remember that. He didn’t want that 

to happen. Now we had a youth movement, I was marching with my cousins and them, I knew all the 

civil rights songs.  

PR: Alright 

CB: Nobody ever taught me those songs. I remember marching and singing “We Shall Overcome,”  and 

we marched. I remember the movie theater where we’d go downtown and we had to sit in the balcony. 

PR: The Paramount?  

CB: I forgot its name, but yeah we sat in the balcony and the whites sat downstairs, you know we was 

throwing stuff over.  

PR: Yup. I’ve heard that from a bunch of people. 

CB: (laughs) So that was during that time. 

PR: So you were part of the desegregation, the march. I know there were people, I’m trying to 

remember who it was that told me, standing outside trying to buy tickets to sit down below. 

CB: No, no, I probably was gone then. That’d probably be ’64, that area. 

PR: So you left in ’63? 

CB: ’64, or coming into ’65.  

PR: So there was one theater where the blacks could sit in the balcony and there was another where 

blacks couldn’t go in at all, right? 

CB: Oh, I don’t remember that.  

PR: I can’t remember. 

CB: See, because our mentality was, I tell people I was probably 18 before I knew a white person.  

PR: Yeah 

CB: So stuff like that, if we couldn’t go, we didn’t go down there. That’s why the marches, you know I 

always talk about it as being, the civil rights movement was like a pressure cooker, where so much stuff 

happened and nobody’s doing nothing about it and then it just exploded. You see what I’m saying?  

PR: Yup 

CB: It just exploded, and a lot of people don’t know that, and same thing with the L.A. Riots. The reason 

L.A. had the two biggest riots in history, probably, is because they never did anything until the top blew 

off of it. 

PR: OK  

CB: You know, Reverend Cox came here.  

PR: Yeah, I was going to ask you about Reverend Cox. 



CB: Yeah, Reverend Cox came here and he organized. I didn’t know who he was, I just knew he was 

organizing. My cousins, like I said, they was all in the middle of it. They had us, “Come on, we going to 

march.” And I didn’t look at it at that time being young, it was fun to me.  

PR: Right. So where did you march? Did you march from William Penn down to Main Street? 

CB: We didn’t start at William Penn. We marched from the church, straight up Washington Street. 

PR: OK. 

CB: And that’s hard for me, like I said I wasn’t focused. I was thirteen, fourteen. Me and some of the 

fellas I know went to William Penn, we talk about that. We remember marching. Then they kept, after I 

moved, I was in the real, down in Atlanta they was really, it was a whole new ballgame for me. 

PR: So it wasn’ts cary marching? You didn’t ever feel unsafe? 

CB: No, we had fun.  

PR: It was fun.  

CB: I remember in Greensboro, my brothers and I talk about this, when, remember I tell you I  lived in 

Greensboro? 

PR: Yeah 

CB: 1960, I lived in Greensboro. When they had the sit-ins, my brother, I took, he tagged along and we 

walked downtown and stood across the street. I wasn’t in the march, we was in the crowd, just 

watching what was going on. 

PR: And the white people weren’t scary? Or… 

CB: Nah, I mean, I don’t think, if you talk to most people, maybe further South like in Mississippi, South 

Carolina and those places the white folks were scary. We didn’t interact with them, so you know they’d 

be over here… 

PR: So you didn’t feel unsafe? 

CB: Nah, nah. We thought we could whup ‘em anyway if something happened. I saw Wilmington on Fire. 

Did you see that? 

PR: uh-uh. 

CB: Oh, you need to see that, I’ll give that to you.  

PR: OK 

 CB: Chris, he’s a friend of, I introduced him to Phyllis, he has a great documentary about Wilmington, 

the largest city in North Carolina, the most productive city, and the blacks had all the businesses and the 

whites just burn them down. 

PR: So the Wilmington Riot. You’re talking 1898. 

CB: Yeah, the Wilmington Riot. 



PR: Way back, or later? 

CB: no, no, it was, what year was that, I don’t think it was that far back, it had to have been the 20s or 

the 30s. 

PR: I don’t know about that one. I’d like to see that. 

CB: Yeah, I’ll give it to you. See, a lot of people think that Tulsa, the black Wall Street, that wasn’t the 

only one. 

PR: No 

CB: The reason, what they say is the reason it got out is, the lady on the documentary, I got won called 

Lessons of Hayti, and it talks about all the black Wall Streets. High Point’s, Washington Street was our 

black Wall Street. 

PR: Right 

CB: Urban renewal was what knocked us out of the box. 

OR: OK 

CB: because what happened was in Tulsa, the incident and then it erupted into the riot, they burned ‘em 

out, OK. But other cities, Durham had Hayti section, had 124 businesses, and whites got mad because 

the blacks weren’t spending money with them. So they built Highway 40 through there. 

PR: Well, that’s pretty common, right? So I heard that they cut off Washington Street… 

CB: They cut off Washington Street. 

PR: When they extended Centennial and made that whole… 

CB: Right, right. 

PR: So tell me what Washington Street was like when you were a kid. Like what kinds of… 

CB: Well, Washington Street was like a city to me. I mean, it had everything, I didn’t have to go. We had 

the movie theater, we had Ballinger’s clothing store, we had a drug store, grocery store, the A&P. It was 

the A&P there, right behind the Y on Centennial. 

PR: Oh, yeah? 

CB: And that was the grocery store. What else do I remember? They had everything. We had shoeshine 

[indeterminable word] The black businesses, everything was on Washington Street. 

PR: Funeral homes, the Haizlips. 

CB: Funeral homes, Haizlips, yeah. Then we got the high school. Yeah, so that was us. We had out 

theater, the Ritz. And basically that was us. Now look at it. I go over there, and I just shake my head. 

PR: I know. 

CB: And that’s happening everywhere. Los Angeles, I’ve talked to people who lived where the 110 

Freeway, all the businesses were there. Now there’s a freeway going through there- no businesses. 



PR: So what is it, do you think, do you think it was cutting off Washington Street that killed it, do you 

think it was desegregation, what do you think? 

CB: All that. I think all that killed it. I think cutting it off, all that killed it. Especially desegregation, I think 

that killed it because now we can go to the white stores. 

PR: Right 

CB: I’ll tell you a story a lady told me in Atlanta about the water fountains. She said, let me tell you 

something, you had the black water fountains and the white water fountains. She said whose cleaning 

them water fountains? (laughs) 

PR: It’s a good point. Yeah. Yeah. 

CB: She said who’s cleaning the water fountain. Now which one are you glad you’re drinking out of? 

PR: Yeah. 

CB: I remember the bus station. One summer, I worked a t a bus station downtown. That was the best 

food, the soul food. 

PR: Downtown High Point? 

CB: High Point. If you went in the bus station, the kitchen was in the middle. When I’d say this to people, 

they thought about it. ‘Cause I worked there so I saw this. The cooks were black. The kitchen’s in the 

middle. You ate one type of food on this side, you had a different type (laughs)… 

PR: I’d rather be eating on the black side (laughs). 

CB: Also, the reason it really stuck out to me, I know some white folks that wanted to eat on the black 

side… 

PR: ‘Cause they… 

CB: Because they knew the food was much better. 

PR: Did that ever happen? 

CB: Yeah, white folks went in… 

PR: So white people went to the black side, but black people couldn’t go to the white side. 

CB: You could go to the white side, but you just didn’t wanna. Because remember this is right at the 

turn. 

PR: Right 

CB: You following what I’m saying? This is right at the turn, so I don’t even know if black folk will go on 

that side. 

PR: With good reason, right? 

CB: Yeah 



PR: So what were you, a chef, a cook, what were you doing there? 

CB: No, no, no, I’d take the bags off the buses when they’d come in. 

PR: Oh, OK. 

CB: You know, like the buses for High Point. 

PR: Baggage handler, OK. 

CB: I did that for, I know I didn’t do it for the whole summer, but I did that for… 

PR: What other kinds of, did you have jobs after school? 

CB: Nah 

PR: No, because of sports, right? 

CB: Yeah. 

PR: What about summers? 

CB: Nah. I don’t want to go into this part of my history, but I was a hustler. 

PR: OK. Alright. Fair enough. You don’t have to cover anything you don’t want. 

CB: Yeah, I was a hustler. I ain’t never had a job ‘til I was 20. 

PR: Alright 

CB: A real, you know, ‘til after college. 

PR: Well, you had the baggage handling job, but not for long. 

 CB: Nah 

PR: no, you didn’t like doing that kind of stuff. 

CB: Nah 

PR: Alright, we don’t have to go into it. That’s not part of this.  

CB: yeah 

PR: Tell me about Mr. Burford. What do you… 

CB: I didn’t like Mr. Burford too much. 

PR: How come? 

CB: I don’t know. I can’t, I really can’t remember. Probably authority figure, I was, like I said, I was pretty 

rebellious, I was pretty smart, pretty rebellious. I got it from my mother, I’m finding out now. We 

couldn’t watch Tarzan, my brother talked about that. She come in see us watching Tarzan, that’s off- 

nope. We like, why, why? She said ain’t no white man went in no jungle and beat up the animals and run 

around there like that. So I was pretty, I got my militant part of my came honest. You hear my brother 



on the radio now. I had to call him the other week, he was saying some stuff on the radio, Is aid you 

know I got a bedroom up here, when they run you out of Fayetteville. 

PR: (laughs) 

CB: yeah, he’s really, like Phyllis will tell you, she watches his show every Monday, and he hits on some 

important points. 

PR: OK 

CB: That you wouldn’t allow a black man to… 

PR: So is he older or younger than you? 

CB: Younger. He’s younger than me. 

PR: So did he ever go to William Penn? 

CB: No, no, he’s… 

PR: ‘Cause he was in Atlanta by the time… 

CB: He went to Atlanta, he was in elementary school or junior high. He’s like five years younger. 

PR: Alright. 

CB: Everybody know him in High Point because when I was here, coming up I was Chuck, Chuck Byrd, 

Charles Byrd. 

PR: Uh-huh. 

CB: So once I went to Atlanta I was Byrd. Everybody called me, from that point on nobody’s called me 

Chuck. 

PR: OK 

CB: So I moved back here, and people called me Chuck, and I’m tryinh to say well my name’s not Chuck, 

it’s Byrd. I got tired of that because that wasn’t working so now I’m Chuck Byrd again. 

PR: OK 

CB: And my brother is a Muslim, and he changed his name. They used to call him A.C., but his name is 

Adam Villa (?). So a guy walked up to me, I can’t think of his name now, you know him, he was at Phyllis’ 

thing, he sang the song. 

PR: Oh, Hank Pressley 

CB: Hank Pressley, yeah. Hank walked up to me, and I’m thinking I know this guy, and he says “Hey 

Chuck. How’s A.C.” I said he’s from High Point. So I didn’t like Mr. Burford too much, probably just from 

being militant. I, OK, I’ll be honest with you, a lot of us felt like we was from the other side of the tracks 

so we didn’t get preferential treatment.  

PR: So I wanted to ask you that, actually, because we’ve heard from a  bunch of different people that he 

kinda tracked people. That he put certain people on the college track. 



CB: My mother, that’s what I was telling you, my mother should have been valedictorian. 

PR: Yeah? And he didn’t let it happen because she was too rebellious? 

CB: That, and because she’s from the other side of the tracks. 

PR: She’s from the other side of the tracks. So what was the right side of the tracks? 

CB: I don’t wanna call no names, but I know you’ve heard. 

PR: Well I know some of the families, but what… 

CB: When we say other side, OK, now I could have been… 

PR: So it wasn’t geographic, it was from the families that were more respected, right? 

CB: Yes, yes, you got it.  

PR: You’re doing the money thing, just because we’re on the audio. 

CB: Yeah, yeah. Eccles Street, I don’t know if you know where that is, that’s my family. 

PR: OK 

CB: Well, we got part of the family that’s on this side, and I’m on the other side. 

PR: So there’s definitely a sense that there was a divide, right? 

CB: Oh yeah, no doubt about it. 

PR: And that he was pushing some, was he pushing some kids towards college and other kids toward… 

CB: yeah, yeah. 

PR: OK. Were there teachers who didn’t play into that? 

CB: I can’t remember, but you know being in North Carolina as a black person, what I’ve noticed because 

I lived in New York twenty years, I lived in Los Angeles twenty-seven years, and the students here go to 

college because we grew up around black colleges. We got more exposure, you get more kids here to go 

to black colleges. In Atlanta, they go to black colleges, so you get that college experience. [North 

Carolina] A&T was like my whole life, I wanted to go to A& T my whole life. We went over there to the 

games… 

PR: Did you have that sense of William Penn when you were a younger kid too? I’ve had a bunch of 

people say “I wanted to get up the hill.” Did you have the sense that you couldn’t wait to get to William 

Penn, or was that not the same? 

CB: Yeah, I did ‘cause I was an athlete. 

PR: Yeah, you wanted to play, right. 

CB: I wanted to play ball, I was an athlete. But I mean, yeah, William Penn is a hell, listen, I went to 

Dudley’s, my best friend in Greensboro we worked together out in California he went to Dudley, he’s a 



Dudley alum and his wife is the President of the Alumni Association at Dudley. So they were at the Four 

Seasons, is that the Sheraton, the hotel? 

PR: Yeah 

CB: And I went to it, and everybody was asking me “Did you go to Dudley?” And I said “No, I went to 

William Penn.” I ain’t hear one person say anything negative about William Penn. They praised it, they 

said y’all had a helluva school over there. I’m like, really? Wow. I know what they saying is true, but to 

hear the, say it, that they recognize it. 

PR: That’s interesting. Yeah, I wanted to ask you, the last question I wanted to ask you and then if you 

had anything else you wanted to tell me. But the last question I wanted to ask you was what do you 

think the impact of William Penn was and is on High Point? Do you think it has any sort of lasting legacy? 

It’s hard for you because you’ve been gone a long time, but… 

CB: OK, for me, being from within and now I’m an outsider coming back and looking at what’s 

happened, I think that the city is so divided now, all the people that I know personally that went to 

William Penn, they done moved outside the city or they done moved to DC or Atlanta. 

PR: Yeah 

CB: And they don’t, they should, I don’t say should, it’s a shame that they don’t come together and build 

on the foundation that we got at William Penn. 

PR: Well, there’s a strong…go ahead. 

CB: With Phyllis’ movie, I felt like that movie should have been done with the other factions, it seems 

like there’s two or three groups that are doing they own thing instead of coming together. It could have 

been a great, her documentary was great, and Glenn [Chavis], I think the stuff that he does is great, but I 

came to town and I went to High Point Museum some years, a few years ago, and everything I asked 

they referred me to Glenn, and I’m like I don’t have to ask Glenn, I grew up here too. I have my history, 

things that I know and other people. And I’m not asking Glenn, if I see Glenn I’ll ask him, I’m talking to 

you, since you have the display in the museum. So don’t refer me to somebody else. If not…for example, 

when I go to the King Center, like if you went down to Atlanta I’d take you to the Martin Luther King 

Center. 

PR: Yep, I’ve been. 

CB: I grew up right across the street.  

PR: OK 

CB: Literally right across the street. So I hear the stuff that they’re telling and I’m like that’s not true. And 

I’m telling you ‘cause I lived there (laughs), you see what I’m saying? And so when I get to talking, some 

of the people there they start referring to me, like oh well I’ve heard that. Yeah but that’s’ what 

happened, I remember how Auburn Avenue was. I remember all this stuff. So and then I have one guy 

he called all the people over, “Look I was telling y’all. This man know.” See, so it’s the same with High 

Point. To me, this was a great little town to grow up in. I think I did a lot better growing up here than 

Philadelphia. 



PR: Yeah 

CB: That’s why when my brother and I came down, I loved it. Right now, the guys that are still alive that 

were in the fourth grade when I came here that were my friends, man they couldn’t wait. They came by 

here. I’m back. You know what I mean, and I’ve been gone for 53 years. 

PR: Yeah, wow. 

CB: We hang out now. So I really love High Point, I love William Penn. I didn’t want to move, but my 

mother had a point. I work, you got your brother and sister, who’s going to take care of them? 

PR: Yeah. 

CB: I had to go. 

PR: So do you think, and maybe you don’t know because  you’re just sort of starting to get back into the 

community here, but do you think that the kids now in High Point, do they know anything about William 

Penn? 

CB: No 

PR: They don’t know anything.  

CB: Nothing 

PR: They don’t know a thing. 

CB: Nothing. Unless they get it from their parents.  

PR: Yeah, or their grandparents or something. 

CB: Nothing 

PR: So it doesn’t have a kind of a lasting impact on them.  

CB: No. I ride by that building it just hits me every time I look at it.  

PR: Have you been into the new school? 

CB: No 

PR: Do you have any interest in going into the new school? 

CB: Yes, yes, yes. Definitely, yeah. 

PR: Yeah, you know they got the mural [commemorating the sit-ins] 

CB: See, I heard. I want to see that. 

PR: And they’ve got a room with artifacts and stuff. 

CB: There’s a guy Julius, you know Julius? 

PR: Julius Clark, yeah. 



CB: I was impressed with his little museum. 

PR: Yeah, it’s nice. 

CB: I went in there and I was like, wow.  

PR: He’s given my students tours a bunch of times. Hey, I should ask you one more thing before we 

finish up. You may not know or have much to add, because you were the athlete and not the musician, 

but do you have anything to tell me about the band? 

CB: Man, we had the best band. 

PR: That’s what everybody says. But you weren’t in it? 

CB: No, but Frank Wall, Gary Wall, they the drummers. Oh, we had a band, yeah. We had a band. They 

tellin’ you right. Julius got a band uniform.  

PR: Yeah, oh I know. I’ve seen it. 

CB: I think Julius has a great little museum. 

PR: Yeah, he does. 

CB: See, that’s what I’m talking about. He should be hooked up with Phyllis and Glenn and all these 

people should…if they come together they could do a great…what she did, I was impressed. 

PR: yeah 

CB: So add what Glenn could have added to it and Julius and you put all this stuff together. 

PR: Yeah 

CB: So that’s all. 

PR: Alright, you got anything else to tell me about William Penn? Anything I missed? 

CB: No, I appreciate… 

PR: Is there anything I forgot to ask, or you thought I’d ask about that I didn’t. 

CB: Nah, I just, I’m glad you’re doing this because it just brings back a lot of memories. 

PR: Good 

CB: Refresh my mind on some things that were happening from my point of view. What I saw. 

PR: OK 

CB: And I never forgot, I always, whether I graduate from there or not, Penn is my school. I know when I 

went to Atlanta, I know I was the smartest guy in the school. From the education I got at William Penn 

compared to the inner-city high school I went to in Atlanta, aw there’s no comparison. 

PR: So why do you think that is? Why do you think the William Penn education was better?  

CB: Well I think Dudley would have been the same thing going to Atlanta. 



PR: So you think it’s the smaller cities? Is that what you think it is? What do you think it is? 

CB: I think, yeah the smaller cities and our teachers. You know, our teachers taught our parents. 

PR: So there’s a kind of continuity. 

CB: It’s a continuity, and it’s, I just think the education is better, we learned more because…we adapt to 

our environment. The students at William, we were going to school, we were trying, as opposed to in 

Atlanta, man they didn’t come to school. They didn’t care. 

PR: So do you think it’s because the community’s so small that if you don’t go to school your parents 

know about it? You think that’s part of it? 

CB: Yeah, I remember. If a teacher hit me, I can’t go tell me mother, I’ll get hit again. And then I had five 

aunts. 

PR: Well and people would tell me that their parents knew what happened at school before they even 

got home.  

CB: Papa Love’s wife, my auntie, she was like the head of the family. If I got in trouble, I would not go to 

her house for as long as I could. If I go over there a week later thinking that she done forgot, first thing 

she pop up, bring it right up, and I’d get a whupping from my mom, to her, to you know if I did 

something really bad, the neighbors. The neighbors could tag me upside my head for doing something. I 

couldn’t go home and say “She hit me” and my mom go down there and get her. My mom hit me again. 

PR: ‘Cause you did something wrong 

CB: I did something wrong, so I know I used to teach, I was a guidance counselor in New Jersey, and I 

worked with these teachers, some of these white teachers who really cared from working with them, 

the sense I got was that they really cared. But the black parents would come up there and jump on the 

white teachers, just because not understanding that we had a black teacher who didn’t really care, just 

wanted to move ‘em on. 

PR: Yeah 

CB: So being in an all-black environment I knew that those teachers cared. There were some teachers, I 

can’t even remember their names but knew there were some influences that weren’t going to go out 

there and let me be stupid and not teach me what they could. 

PR: Alright.  

CB: So that’s what I really like about growing up in High Point. 

PR: Alright. Well that’s a good way to end, I think. Thank you very much, sir. I appreciate it. 

CB: I appreciate you.  

 


